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a year the missionaries wandered in dis-
guise over southern England. Many of the gentry
received them, helped them, collected audiences
for them, and then passed them on safely to other
districts. It was at this time Catholic gentry began
to make what are called " priest's holes " in their
houses. That is to say, they contrived secret
rooms where a priest could be hidden, and kept
safe even if the house were searched. Many of
the poorer people, too, listened to them and gave
no help to government agents when they came
seeking them. Campion was an enthusiast, gentle
and attractive. He won converts, and himself
thought he was gaining great success. But by
now there was a change in public opinion which
was really fatal to the cause he preached. Most
men had grasped the fact that the Papacy stood
together with Spain, the^ national enemy. So
hatred of Spain made Englishmen oppose the
Catholic Church. Campion was caught preaching
near Oxford, and taken to London. There he
was tortured to try to get him to tell the names of
all who had been hiding him during the past year.
He stood firm, and was then put on his trial as a
traitor " for compassing and imagining the Queen's
death ".
That was the ground on which Catholics were
persecuted. They were accused invariably of
treason to the sovereign. Campion denied his
guilt. His hands and joints were so swollen by the
torture that he could not raise them above Ms
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